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"The storm was like nothing I'd ever seen before. The wind was
howling like a banshee, and the rain was coming down in sheets. |
could see trees being uprooted and houses being torn apart. It was
chaos."

- Aresident of Staten Island, New York, during Hurricane Sandy

Hurricane Sandy, the monster storm that devastated the East Coast of the
United States in October 2012, was a wake-up call for the world. It was a
stark reminder of the devastating power of extreme weather events and the
urgent need to address climate change.

The Impact of Hurricane Sandy
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Hurricane Sandy made landfall in New Jersey on October 29, 2012, with
winds of up to 90 miles per hour. The storm surge, which can be caused by
hurricane winds pushing water ashore in addition to normal tides, reached
heights of up to 13 feet in some areas. The combination of high winds and
storm surge caused widespread flooding, coastal erosion, and damage to
infrastructure.

Sandy's impact was felt far and wide. More than 2 million homes and
businesses were left without power, and hundreds of thousands of people
were forced to evacuate their homes. The storm caused an estimated $75
billion in damage, making it one of the most expensive hurricanes in U.S.
history.

Climate Change and Extreme Weather

Hurricane Sandy was not an isolated event. It was part of a larger trend of
increasingly frequent and severe extreme weather events around the world.
Scientists have linked these events to climate change, which is causing the
Earth's atmosphere to warm and the oceans to rise.

As the atmosphere warms, it can hold more moisture. This leads to more
frequent and heavier rainfall events, which can cause flooding and
landslides. Rising sea levels also contribute to flooding, as they make
coastal areas more vulnerable to storm surges.

The evidence is clear: climate change is making extreme weather events
more frequent and more severe. We can no longer afford to ignore this
threat.

The Need for Action



We need to take urgent action to address climate change and reduce the
risk of future extreme weather events. This includes:

= Transitioning to a clean energy economy

= Improving energy efficiency

= Investing in renewable energy sources

= Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

= Protecting and restoring coastal ecosystems

= Developing early warning systems and disaster preparedness plans
We also need to work together to create a more just and sustainable world.
Climate change is a global problem that requires global solutions. We need

to work together to ensure that all countries are ng their part to reduce
emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Hurricane Sandy was a devastating event, but it also served as a wake-up
call. We can no longer afford to ignore the threat of climate change. We
need to take urgent action to reduce emissions and adapt to the impacts of
climate change. The future of our planet depends on it.

"The time for action is now. We cannot wait any longer."
- United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
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