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Storytelling is an integral part of human experience, a powerful medium
through which we communicate, entertain, and connect with one another.
To truly understand the art of storytelling, it is essential to explore the
underlying principles and frameworks that govern the creation and analysis
of narratives. One such framework is Rick Altman's seminal Theory of
Narrative, a groundbreaking approach that has revolutionized the study of
storytelling in film, literature, and other narrative forms.

Rick Altman: A Pioneer in Narrative Theory

Rick Altman is a renowned film scholar and theorist whose work has
significantly shaped the field of narrative studies. His seminal book, Theory
of Narrative, published in 1984, presents a comprehensive and rigorous
framework for understanding the structure, function, and significance of
narratives. Altman's approach emphasizes the interplay between the
narrative text and the reader or viewer, recognizing the active role of the
audience in shaping the meaning and impact of the narrative.
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Key Concepts of Altman's Theory of Narrative

Altman's theory revolves around several key concepts that provide a
foundation for analyzing and interpreting narratives:

Narrative as a System: Altman views narratives as complex systems
composed of interconnected elements, including characters, events,
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setting, and discourse. These elements interact to create a coherent
and meaningful whole.

Event Structure: Altman identifies two primary types of events in
narratives: story events, which constitute the chronological sequence
of the plot, and discourse events, which refer to the way the story is
presented to the audience.

Narrative Voice: Altman analyzes the narrative voice as the
perspective or point of view from which the story is told. He
distinguishes between first-person, second-person, and third-person
narratives, each with its own distinct characteristics and effects.

Audience Response: Altman emphasizes the active role of the
audience in constructing the meaning of a narrative. He argues that
the audience brings its own expectations, knowledge, and experiences
to the interpretation process, shaping the way the narrative is received
and understood.

Applications of Altman's Theory

Altman's Theory of Narrative has wide-ranging applications in various
disciplines, including:

Film Analysis: Altman's framework provides a systematic approach
for analyzing film narratives, helping to identify the key elements,
structures, and techniques used to create cinematic experiences.

Literary Analysis: The theory can also be applied to the analysis of
literary narratives, offering insights into the complexities of storytelling
in novels, short stories, and other written forms.



Media Studies: Altman's ideas have influenced the study of other
narrative media, such as television, video games, and digital
storytelling, highlighting the共通alities and unique characteristics of
these forms.

Screenwriting and Creative Writing: Altman's theory provides
valuable guidance for screenwriters and creative writers by offering a
deep understanding of narrative principles and techniques.

Rick Altman's Theory of Narrative is a seminal work that has transformed
the study of storytelling. Its comprehensive framework provides a profound
understanding of the structure, function, and significance of narratives. By
unraveling the intricate interplay between the narrative text and the
audience, Altman's theory empowers us to delve deeper into the art of
storytelling, appreciate its complexities, and engage with narratives in a
more meaningful and informed way.



If you are passionate about storytelling, eager to refine your analytical
skills, or aspire to create compelling narratives, Rick Altman's Theory of
Narrative is an indispensable resource. Its insights and principles will
illuminate your path as you embark on a journey into the captivating realm
of storytelling.
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