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A Journey into the Heart of a Complex Identity

"Holidays of the Revolution: Communist Identity in Israel 1919-1965" is a
thought-provoking exploration of the enigmatic relationship between
communism and Jewish identity in Israel. This meticulously researched
work by renowned historian Dr. Zvi Ben-Dor Benite uncovers a fascinating
chapter in Israeli history, shedding light on a hitherto under-examined
aspect of Israeli society.

The Birth of Communist Identity in Israel

Dr. Benite meticulously traces the origins of communist identity within the
diverse Jewish communities of pre-state Israel. He examines the interplay
of international socialist ideas, local social conditions, and the unique
challenges faced by Jewish workers and intellectuals. This comprehensive
analysis provides a deep understanding of the ideological and social forces
that shaped the emergence of communism among the Jewish population.

Holidays as Expressions of a Revolutionary Ethos

The book's title, "Holidays of the Revolution," is particularly apt, as it
highlights the profound influence that revolutionary ideology had on the
daily lives of Jewish communists in Israel. Dr. Benite explores how
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traditional Jewish holidays and festivals were transformed into potent
symbols of revolutionary struggle and social transformation. The
observance of these "Holidays of the Revolution" not only served as a
means of political expression but also fostered a sense of collective identity
and purpose.

Communism and Jewish National Identity

One of the most intriguing aspects of this book is its examination of the
complex relationship between communism and Jewish national identity. Dr.
Benite argues that communism, with its emphasis on internationalism and
class struggle, did not necessarily contradict Jewish national aspirations. In
fact, many Jewish communists sought to reconcile their revolutionary
beliefs with their deep attachment to their Jewish heritage. This intricate
relationship is explored in detail, offering a nuanced understanding of the
ideological currents within Israeli society.

The Legacy of Communist Identity in Israel

"Holidays of the Revolution” not only provides a historical account but also
delves into the lasting impact of communist identity on Israeli society. Dr.
Benite traces the gradual decline of communist influence after the
establishment of the state of Israel, and he analyzes the ways in which
elements of communist ideology and culture continue to shape Israeli
politics and culture to this day. This long-term perspective allows readers to
appreciate the profound legacies of communist identity in Israeli history.

A Captivating and Scholarly Examination

"Holidays of the Revolution: Communist Identity in Israel 1919-1965" is a
captivating and scholarly examination of a fascinating and often overlooked



aspect of Israeli history. Dr. Ben-Dor Benite's meticulous research and
nuanced analysis shed new light on the complex relationship between
communism and Jewish identity. This book is essential reading for
historians, political scientists, and anyone interested in the rich tapestry of
Israeli history and culture.
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