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Henry Ossian Flipper was born on March 21, 1856, in Thomasville,
Georgia. His father was a former slave who had Free Downloadd his own
freedom, and his mother was a free woman of color. Flipper was a bright
and ambitious child, and he excelled in school. In 1873, he was admitted to
the United States Military Academy at West Point.

Flipper's journey to West Point was not easy. He was the only African
American cadet in his class, and he faced racism and discrimination from
some of his classmates and instructors. However, Flipper never gave up on
his dream of becoming an officer in the U.S. Army. He worked hard and
excelled in his studies. In 1877, he graduated from West Point as the top-
ranked African American cadet in his class.

After graduating from West Point, Flipper was assigned to the 10th Cavalry
Regiment, one of the all-black regiments in the U.S. Army. He served with
distinction in the Indian Wars, and he was promoted to captain in 1881.
However, Flipper's military career was cut short in 1882 when he was
falsely accused of embezzlement and dismissed from the Army.

Flipper was devastated by his dismissal from the Army, but he never gave
up on his dream of serving his country. He worked as a civil engineer and
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surveyor, and he wrote several books about his experiences. In 1976,
Congress passed a bill to restore Flipper's commission and rank in the
Army. Flipper was posthumously promoted to brigadier general in 1999.

Henry Ossian Flipper was a pioneer and a trailblazer. He was the first
African American to graduate from West Point, and he served with
distinction in the U.S. Army. His story is an inspiration to us all, and it
reminds us that anything is possible if we have the courage and
determination to follow our dreams.
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