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In his book On the Things That Are Not Caesar, David Bentley Hart argues
that Christianity is not a political ideology, but rather a way of life that is
incompatible with the pursuit of power. He calls on Christians to reject the
temptation to use their faith to justify violence or oppression, and to instead
focus on living out the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Hart's book is a timely and important contribution to the ongoing debate
about the relationship between religion and politics. In a world where
religious violence is all too common, it is more important than ever to
understand the true nature of Christianity and its implications for our
political lives.
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Hart begins his book by exploring the historical relationship between
Christianity and politics. He argues that, from the very beginning,
Christianity has been a religion that is suspicious of power. Jesus Christ
himself was a political outsider who rejected the temptations of wealth and
power. He taught his followers to love their enemies and to pray for those
who persecute them.

Hart argues that the early Christians understood that Christianity is not
about acquiring power in this world, but about living out the kingdom of
God. The kingdom of God is a realm of peace, justice, and love that is not
of this world. It is a kingdom that is coming, but has not yet fully arrived.

Hart's book is a challenging and provocative read, but it is also a deeply
hopeful one. He reminds us that Christianity is not about power, but about
love. It is about following Jesus Christ, who came to serve, not to be
served.

In a world that is often dark and violent, On the Things That Are Not Caesar
is a beacon of hope. It is a book that calls us to reject the temptation to use
our faith to justify violence or oppression, and to instead focus on living out
the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Key Themes in On the Things That Are Not Caesar

The incompatibility of Christianity and politics: Hart argues that
Christianity is not a political ideology, but rather a way of life that is
incompatible with the pursuit of power.

The importance of loving our enemies: Hart argues that Jesus
Christ taught his followers to love their enemies and to pray for those
who persecute them. This is a radical teaching that challenges us to



reject the temptation to use violence or oppression to achieve our
goals.

The coming kingdom of God: Hart argues that the kingdom of God is
a realm of peace, justice, and love that is not of this world. It is a
kingdom that is coming, but has not yet fully arrived.

On the Things That Are Not Caesar is a timely and important book that
challenges us to rethink the relationship between Christianity and politics.
Hart's book is a reminder that Christianity is not about power, but about
love. It is a book that calls us to reject the temptation to use our faith to
justify violence or oppression, and to instead focus on living out the
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Buy the book on Our Book Library
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