
Materiality, Immobility, and Dissent: A Critical
Exploration of the Politics of Space
In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the role of materiality
in social and political life. This interest has been fueled by a number of
factors, including the rise of new materialist theories in the social sciences
and humanities, the increasing visibility of material objects in public space,
and the growing awareness of the environmental impact of human
activities. As a result, scholars are now paying more attention to the ways
in which materiality shapes our experiences of the world and the
possibilities for social and political change.

The Design Politics of the Passport: Materiality, Immobility, and
Dissent by Mahmoud Keshavarz

5 out of 5

One of the most important aspects of materiality is its immobility. Material
objects are not easily moved, and this immobility can have a significant
impact on our lives. For example, the immobility of buildings and other
structures can create barriers to movement and access, and the immobility
of natural resources can limit our ability to meet our needs. Immobility can
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also be used as a form of control, as when governments use physical
barriers to restrict the movement of people or goods.

However, immobility can also be a source of resistance. When people are
unable to move, they may find other ways to assert their power and
agency. For example, the occupation of public space can be a way of
challenging the dominant Free Download and creating new possibilities for
social interaction. Similarly, the formation of refugee camps can be a way of
resisting displacement and creating a sense of community.

The relationship between materiality, immobility, and dissent is complex
and multifaceted. In this book, I will explore this relationship through a
series of case studies. These case studies will draw on a variety of
disciplines, including sociology, geography, anthropology, and political
science. I will argue that materiality is not simply a neutral backdrop for
human activity but an active force that shapes and constrains our
possibilities for resistance.

Case Studies

The following case studies explore the relationship between materiality,
immobility, and dissent in a variety of contexts.

The occupation of public space: The occupation of public space is a
form of dissent that has been used throughout history. In recent years,
there have been a number of high-profile occupations, such as the
Occupy movement and the Arab Spring. These occupations have
shown how materiality can be used to create new possibilities for
social interaction and political change.



The formation of refugee camps: Refugee camps are often seen as
temporary solutions to the problem of displacement. However, they
can also be sites of resistance and community formation. Refugees
often use material objects to create a sense of home and to assert
their rights.

The use of physical barriers to control movement: Physical barriers,
such as walls and fences, are often used to restrict the movement of
people or goods. However, these barriers can also be used to create
opportunities for resistance. For example, the Berlin Wall was a
symbol of oppression, but it also became a site of resistance and
creativity.

The case studies in this book show that the relationship between
materiality, immobility, and dissent is complex and multifaceted. Materiality
is not simply a neutral backdrop for human activity but an active force that
shapes and constrains our possibilities for resistance. However, immobility
can also be a source of resistance, as when people are unable to move,
they may find other ways to assert their power and agency. The
relationship between materiality, immobility, and dissent is a complex one,
but it is one that is essential to understand if we want to create a more just
and equitable world.
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