
Loretta Little Looks Back: A Lifetime of
Pushing Boundaries and Breaking Barriers

Loretta Little's remarkable life is a testament to the indomitable spirit of
African American women. Born in the segregated South in 1936, she faced
countless obstacles but never allowed them to stifle her dreams. Her
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memoir, "Loretta Little Looks Back," is an inspiring account of her journey
as a trailblazing educator, businesswoman, and politician.

Early Life and Education

Loretta Little was born in rural Mississippi, the daughter of sharecroppers.
Despite the limited opportunities available to African Americans at the time,
she excelled in school and earned a scholarship to attend college. She
went on to earn a Master's degree in Education and became a teacher in
the South during the tumultuous era of the Civil Rights Movement.
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As an educator, Loretta Little faced discrimination and harassment from
white colleagues and administrators. However, she refused to be
intimidated and continued to advocate for equal educational opportunities
for all students. Her dedication to her students and her community earned
her the respect of many, both black and white.

Breaking into Business and Politics
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In the 1970s, Loretta Little left teaching to pursue a career in business. She
founded her own company, Little Enterprises, which became one of the
most successful African American-owned businesses in the state. Her
success in the business world paved the way for other African American
women to enter traditionally male-dominated fields.

In the 1990s, Loretta Little entered the political arena, becoming the first
African American woman elected to the state legislature. As a legislator,
she fought for policies that benefited her community, including increased
funding for education and healthcare. She also worked tirelessly to improve
race relations and promote economic development.

A Life of Service and Advocacy

Throughout her life, Loretta Little has been a tireless advocate for social
justice and equality. She has served on numerous boards and
commissions, dedicated to advancing the causes of education, civil rights,
and women's empowerment. Her work has been recognized with numerous
awards and honors, including being named one of the "100 Most Influential
African Americans" by Ebony magazine.

"Loretta Little Looks Back": A Must-Read for Anyone Interested in
African American History

"Loretta Little Looks Back" is more than just a memoir; it is a valuable
historical document that chronicles the experiences of African Americans in
the South during the Civil Rights Movement and beyond. Loretta Little's
story is a powerful reminder of the struggles and triumphs of those who
fought to create a more just and equitable society.



The book is written with candor and wit, offering a firsthand account of the
challenges and rewards of breaking barriers. Loretta Little's determination
and resilience will inspire readers to believe that anything is possible if they
have the courage to dream big and never give up on their goals.

Loretta Little's memoir is a must-read for anyone interested in African
American history, women's empowerment, or the power of the human spirit.
Her story is a testament to the fact that one person can make a difference
in the world, and that even in the face of adversity, dreams can come true.

"Loretta Little Looks Back" is a timely and important book that will resonate
with readers of all ages. It is a story that will educate, inspire, and empower
generations to come.
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