
Five Nineteenth Century British Novels And
Their Cinematic Adaptations
The nineteenth century was a golden age for British literature, and some of
the most beloved novels of all time were written during this period. These
novels have captured the imaginations of readers for generations, and
many of them have been adapted into films. These adaptations have
brought these stories to life on the big screen, and they offer a unique way
to experience these classic works of literature.
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1. Jane Eyre (1847) by Charlotte Brontë

Jane Eyre is a gothic novel that tells the story of an orphan girl who goes to
work as a governess at Thornfield Hall. There, she falls in love with her
employer, Mr. Rochester, but their relationship is complicated by his dark
secret. Jane Eyre has been adapted into film several times, most notably in
1943 and 2011. The 2011 adaptation, starring Mia Wasikowska and
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Michael Fassbender, is a particularly faithful and well-made adaptation of
the novel.

2. Pride and Prejudice (1813) by Jane Austen

Pride and Prejudice is a romantic comedy that tells the story of Elizabeth
Bennet, a young woman who is determined to marry for love. She meets
Mr. Darcy, a wealthy and proud man, and they initially clash. However, over
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time, they come to realize that they are in love. Pride and Prejudice has
been adapted into film several times, most notably in 1940 and 2005. The
2005 adaptation, starring Keira Knightley and Matthew Macfadyen, is a
particularly charming and well-made adaptation of the novel.

A still from the 2005 film adaptation of Pride and Prejudice, starring Keira Knightley
and Matthew Macfadyen.

3. Wuthering Heights (1847) by Emily Brontë

Wuthering Heights is a gothic novel that tells the story of Catherine
Earnshaw and Heathcliff, two lovers who are torn apart by their different
social classes. Catherine marries Edgar Linton, a wealthy man, but she
never forgets Heathcliff. Heathcliff returns to Wuthering Heights years later
and takes revenge on those who have wronged him. Wuthering Heights
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has been adapted into film several times, most notably in 1939 and 2011.
The 2011 adaptation, starring Mia Wasikowska and Tom Hardy, is a
particularly dark and atmospheric adaptation of the novel.

4. Great Expectations (1861) by Charles Dickens

Great Expectations is a bildungsroman that tells the story of Pip, a young
orphan who is raised by his sister and her husband. Pip meets Estella, a
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beautiful and wealthy girl, and he falls in love with her. However, Estella is
cold and distant, and Pip eventually realizes that she is not the girl he
thought she was. Great Expectations has been adapted into film several
times, most notably in 1946 and 2012. The 2012 adaptation, starring
Jeremy Irvine and Helena Bonham Carter, is a particularly faithful and well-
made adaptation of the novel.
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A still from the 2012 film adaptation of Great Expectations, starring Jeremy Irvine and
Helena Bonham Carter.

5. Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891) by Thomas Hardy

Tess of the d'Urbervilles is a tragic novel that tells the story of Tess
Durbeyfield, a young woman who is seduced and abandoned by Alec
d'Urberville. Tess is forced to work as a dairymaid, and she eventually
meets Angel Clare, a young minister. Angel falls in love with Tess, but he is
horrified when he learns of her past. Tess of the d'Urbervilles has been
adapted into film several times, most notably in 1979 and 2008. The 2008
adaptation, starring Gemma Arterton and Eddie Redmayne, is a particularly
powerful and moving adaptation of the novel.



These are just a few of the many nineteenth century British novels that
have been adapted into film. These adaptations offer a unique way to
experience these classic works of literature, and they can help to bring
these stories to life for a new generation of readers.
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