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Embark on an extraordinary journey as we delve into the captivating history
of the American Gothic House, a timeless masterpiece immortalized by
Grant Wood's iconic painting. "The Story of Somerville: American Gothic
Classic" invites you to unravel the secrets and stories that have shaped this
enigmatic dwelling.

A House Steeped in Mystery and Intriguing Origins

The American Gothic House, a Victorian Gothic-style structure, stands tall
in the quaint town of Eldon, Iowa. Built in 1881 by carpenter Charles
Dibble, the house was originally intended as his family's residence.
However, its unique appearance and foreboding charm soon attracted the
attention of renowned artist Grant Wood.
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In 1930, Wood stumbled upon the house while exploring the Iowa
countryside. Struck by its architectural intrigue, he immortalized it on
canvas in his masterpiece "American Gothic." The painting depicts a stern-
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faced farmer and his daughter standing in front of the house, their
expressions frozen in a haunting and enigmatic gaze.

Unveiling the Enigma Behind Grant Wood's "American Gothic"

Wood's painting has become synonymous with an iconic image of rural
America: a stark and unyielding portrait of a father and daughter. The
subjects of the painting were actually Wood's dentist and his sister, Nan
Wood Graham. Ironically, they initially refused to pose for the painting, but
later agreed after Wood paid them $3 apiece.

The painting's enigmatic expressions and austere composition have
sparked countless interpretations over the years. Some speculate that the
subjects represent the puritanical values and isolation of rural life, while
others see a subtle critique of modernizing America.

A Literary Journey into the House's Hidden Past

"The Story of Somerville: American Gothic Classic" offers a unique
perspective on the American Gothic House through the eyes of author Dixie
Cornell. Cornell meticulously researched the history of the house and its
occupants, uncovering a captivating narrative of lives lived within its walls.

Through vivid storytelling, Cornell transports readers back in time to the era
in which the house was built. She introduces us to the Dibble family, their
dreams, and their struggles, painting a vivid portrait of the everyday lives
that unfolded within the house's shadow.

A Window into the Cultural Significance of the House and its Impact

The American Gothic House has transcended its architectural significance,
becoming a symbol of American culture and art. Cornell explores the



house's impact on popular culture, from its use in advertising to its
countless appearances in films and television shows.

The house has also inspired countless artists and writers, each offering
their own interpretations of its enigmatic allure. Cornell delves into these
artistic responses, tracing the house's enduring legacy in shaping American
cultural identity.

A Detailed Exploration of the House's Architectural Features

"The Story of Somerville: American Gothic Classic" provides an in-depth
exploration of the architectural features that make the American Gothic
House so distinctive. Cornell takes readers on a guided tour of the house,
examining its pointed windows, intricate woodwork, and towering roofline.

She explains the significance of the house's Victorian Gothic style, which
embodies the architectural trends and cultural influences of the late 19th
century. Cornell also highlights the house's unique construction methods
and materials, offering a deeper appreciation for its craftsmanship and
architectural integrity.

Discover the Enduring Legacy of the American Gothic House

Today, the American Gothic House stands as a living testament to the
enduring power of iconic imagery. Cornell concludes her book by exploring
the house's preservation efforts and its current role as a museum open to
the public.

Visitors can immerse themselves in the house's history, walk in the
footsteps of the subjects of Grant Wood's painting, and unravel the secrets



that have made it one of the most recognizable landmarks in American art
and architecture.

Unveiling the American Gothic House: A Timeless Masterpiece

"The Story of Somerville: American Gothic Classic" is an essential read for
anyone interested in American art, history, and culture. Dixie Cornell's
captivating narrative and comprehensive research shed new light on the
enigmatic American Gothic House, unlocking its hidden stories and
revealing the profound impact it has had on American society.

Through its meticulous exploration of the house's architectural features,
cultural significance, and enduring legacy, Cornell's book invites readers to
delve into the depths of this iconic American masterpiece and experience
its timeless allure.
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